George Halkett Archive
George was the Communist County Councillor for Alexandria East from 1932 until 1948 when he had
to retire through illness. He died in 1949 and left many local photographs and documents which
were looked after by his daughter Mary Drain who died about a month ago - many will remember
Mary as the school secretary at the Vale of Leven Academy. The website has been given access to
the George Halkett material and photos and we show a selection of the photos here. They are of
historical interest not only for the foreground content which is in many cases marches or strikes but
perhaps even more for what appears, or doesn't appear, in the background. All of the photographs
were taken by James Russell newspaper reporter of record and news photographer of the highest
calibre.

A march during the BSD strike of 1934 which is passing the ground on which the Loch Lomond hotel
was built a couple of years later and was converted to flats about 30 years ago. The policeman in the
right foreground is standing more or less outside what is now the entrance to MacDonald’s. In the
background there is just an empty field, no Hotel, no Glenroy, no houses and no Lomond Road. In
the far right background can be made out the cranes which were building the Lomond Road bridge,
usually known as the New Bridge. There is also a frontal view of the villa, Cruachan, which was
demolished to make way for Lomond Road.
The noticeboard in the foreground is advertising Baxter's hairdressers at the Fountain - post-war at
least, and maybe in the 1930's, it was the preeminent gossip exchange in the Vale. Well worth a wee
article to itself about the 1940's to the 60's when hairdressers Willie Trotter, Alex Gallagher and
Collie McIntyre were three of the best known men in the Vale.

Eliott's bus, an old website favourite, which is photographed picking up a passenger in 1937. The
Vale newspaper correspondent and James Russell took this photograph because Eliott's was the only
bus running in the Vale during the 1937 SMT bus strike. Note that the destination board says that it
runs from the Hill of Haldane.

Dalquhurn Gates at the time of the 1931 UTR strike. This is the only photograph that we have of the
gates and there can't be many people now who remember them.

March to Dumbarton seeking an increase in poor relief. It is passing the site of what became Allan
Crescent on one side of the road and the field at Place of Bonhill on which the Vale Academy now
stands. Again, this is the only photo which we have of the Allan Crescent site before houses were
built on it. The entrance on the right foreground led down to Place of Bonhill house.

Strike meeting at the newly-built Tontine. Although you can't really make him out, the meeting is
being addressed by Willie Gallagher MP. The meeting is taking place very close to what would have
been the northern goalmouth of world-champions Renton FC's pitch just a few years before. The
club folded in 1923.

An artist’s Impression of the new county buildings which were proposed for Dumbarton in the mid
1930's. It is a fine looking building and you can't escape the conclusion that if they had built it
instead of the existing building we wouldn't be pouring money into the Burgh Hall extension at the
present.

